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Advisory Action 

Claims 1-6, 8-10, and 12-13 are canceled. Claims 7 and 1 1 have been amended and are 
currently pending. The examiner entered the amendment because no new matter was entered, no 
further consideration/search was needed and the amendment simplified the issues for appeal. 



Explanation of how amended claims would be rejected 
Claims 7 and 1 1 would be rejected on the same basis as per the final action dated 
5/18/2010 pg. 8 #2. 

Claims 7 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 06-142638 
SATORUetal., hereinafter SATORU, in view of U.S. Patent 6,470,898 KAMO, hereinafter 
KAMO, and Handbook for Pulp and Paper Technologists by SMOOK. 

Response to arguments 

Applicants argue that neither JP638 (also referred to as SATORU in the final rejection) nor 

KAMO disclose or suggest the feature "the step of dewatering the paper comprises squeezing 

and dewatering of the washed paper piece" or "the dewatering device is configured to squeeze 

and dewater the water-washed paper piece". The applicant argues that the examiner agreed 

with this statement in the Final office action dated 5/18/2010. 

The examiner agrees with the applicant's reading of the final rejection and agrees that 

this feature is not taught by JP638 or KAMO. JP638 and KAMO are combined with SMOOK 

to obtain this feature. 

The applicants argue that the combination of JP638 and KAMO in view of SMOOK fails to 
meet this claim feature. The applicants argue that "sheet" as disclosed on line 10 and 13 in 
the right hand column on page 228 of SMOOK do not correspond to the feature the 'water 
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washed paper piece' in amended claims. The applicant argues similarly that 'paper pieces' of 
JP638 and 'paper stock' of KAMO do not correspond to the paper sheet of SMOOK. 

The examiner disagrees there is a clear correspondence between paper piece/stock and 
paper sheet of SMOOK. 

In the combination of JP638 and KAMO, as per JP638, a paper piece is removed a 
gypsum board by crushing the gypsum board and performing heating on the gypsum with the 
paper piece. The crushed and heated gypsum and paper is then mixed with water and agitated. 
The act of crushing with agitation/mixing into water breaks the paper piece into fibers dispersed 
in water (i.e. pulp). The instant specification agrees that the paper pieces can be dispersed into 
water [pg. 16 lines 30-34]. The separated paper piece which is now part of a pulp can be further 
washed as per KAMO. 

SMOOK discloses the conventional paper making process. The separated paper piece 
now a dispersed pulp and washed as per KAMO can be further diluted in the headbox. The 
diluted fiber containing solution is spread over a fourdrinier table with the diluted paper piece 
partly dewatering and forming part of a wet sheet. The diluted paper piece, now a wet sheet, is 
then pressed and further dewatered by rollers. 

Therefore, the paper piece of JP638 and KAMO is washed and flows through to the 
pressing/de watering of SMOOK. While SMOOK may have additional steps the applicant has 
used the 'comprising' language in the claims which does not limit the claim only to the disclosed 
steps. 

/Anthony J Calandra/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1741 
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/Matthew J. Daniels/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1741 



